FARM TO FORK OQQA
TRAC EABI LITY FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM

What Is Traceability

Traceability means any given food item can be traced from the farm
field in which it was grown to the customer who purchased it (one
step back and one step forward)
- This level of traceability is required under Good Agricultural
Practices (GAPs)
Traceability includes both written records and labels on each
container of produce that leaves the farm

Using A Traceability System For Your Farm Can:

- Protect consumer health and increase buyer confidence
Minimize liability and losses related to food safety
Reduce labor and uncertainty in the event of a recall

How Traceability Works Using Lot Codes

A lot code is an identification number assigned to a quantity of produce harvested from the same
location or date
Lot codes may include letters and numbers — the example on the left uses the Julian date format, the
example on the right uses the mmddyy format

Lot Size — the amount of product each lot includes varies

Your lot size could be as large as the entire annual harvest of a crop or as small as one day’s harvest
from one field, bed, or greenhouse

Choose a lot size for your farm that balances recall effectiveness with management resources.

About Clean Start

Clean Start is a free food safety coaching program made possible through
a USDA Food Safety Outreach Program grant and managed by lowa Valley

RC&D. The program goal is to improve on-farm knowledge and capacity of ."Dﬂh
beginning farmers to implement food safety practices on their farm. =

Funding provided by USDA Food Safety Outreach Program grant lowa Valley Resource Conservation & Development



Clean Start Contact: ‘QO
@ www.iowavalleyrcd.org/cleanstart
O (319)622-3264 START

FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM

Lot Codes Should Tell You:

Farm of origin - Harvest date
Harvest field location - Harvest crew

Optional but helpful to include:

Packinghouse used (if any) - Packing crew
Packing date (if differentthan - Sell date
harvest date)
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Traceability Recordkeeping

When you create a new lot code, you must also log a new record in an electronic or paper format
Keep records easily accessible on the farm
Find a format that works for you. For example:

Label containers with handwritten masking tape, address labels, or use bar codes

GAP Labeling Requirements

Labels must identify the produce item, farm of origin, and lot code. Other details like dates and weights
are optional.

Harvest Label (Product Name)
! Daily Harvest Log
Farm Name Lettuce, Salanova ity GHAVAD
Address Green Butter
Crop ‘Harvest Date‘ Field ‘ Harvest Crew ‘ Lot Code ‘ Quantity ‘ Initials
Harvest date Tomatoes | 8/20/20 | F-2 | CZ/3G/ID FNO82020ME3 22 Ibs D
9/13/2020 FNO91320ME3 (Rems)
(Harvest & Pack Date) (Identification code

indicating field of origin)
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